Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 140 K; mean (C-C) = 0.003 Å; R factor = 0.046; wR factor = 0.124; data-to-parameter ratio = 15.9.
Related literature
For the synthesis of this azalactone (which is used in the synthesis of other bioactive compounds), see: Bansal & Jain (1968) ; Gulland & Virden (1928) ; Hoseini & Jabar (2003) ; Khosropour et al. (2008) ; Neuberger (1948) ; Radadia et al. (2006) ; Solankee et al. (2004) ; Yakovlev (1950) . Refinement R[F 2 > 2(F 2 )] = 0.046 wR(F 2 ) = 0.124 S = 1.02 6674 reflections 419 parameters H-atom parameters constrained Á max = 0.25 e Å À3 Á min = À0.21 e Å À3 Data collection: APEX2 (Bruker, 2008) ; cell refinement: SAINT (Bruker, 2008) ; data reduction: SAINT; program(s) used to solve structure: SHELXS97 (Sheldrick, 2008) ; program(s) used to refine structure: SHELXL97 (Sheldrick, 2008) ; molecular graphics: X-SEED (Barbour, 2001) ; software used to prepare material for publication: publCIF (Westrip, 2009 ). Fig. 1 . Thermal ellipsoid plot (Barbour, 2001) of the two independent molecules of C 18 H 15 NO 4 at the 70% probability level; hydrogen atoms are drawn as spheres of arbitrary radius.
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